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[ABSTRACT] Ain  To observe the mormhological changes i vascular aging— related remodeling and pl6™*,
p21°"" gene expression associated w ith senescence in healthy rats during natural aging M ethods Aortic structure and

m icrostructure changes of vascular endothelial cell n 4 1Q

NEE 217" protein were detem ined by W estem-Blotting in the sam e periods

16 24 months old rats were observed respectively and the ex-
Results W ith aging

The protein expressions

pressions of pl6
aorta wall thickened fbrosis degree increased endothelial cells appeared flattened and enlarged
of p16"™**,

play an mportant role in regulating vascu lar senescence lifespan in vitra

p21°"" were increased in vascular aging— related ramodeling which suggests that p16™**, p21°™ activity m ay

Conclusion V ascular aging has its specific

stiuctural alterations one of itsmolecu larm echan ism s m ight be associated w ith increasing the expression level of p16™- ",

p21°" with aging  Further elicidating its underlyingm echanisn may provide theoretical basis for prevention and treaim ent

of atherosclerosis
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